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Rules 
Cynthia Lord 

1. What is David’s disability? 
He was autistic. 

2. What books do Catherine and her mother share while David is in occupational therapy? 
The Harry Potter series 

3. What was Catherine doing in the doctor’s waiting room that upset Jason? 
She was drawing a picture of him. 

4. At the beginning of the story, both Catherine and David were waiting for 5:00 to come.  Why?  
David was waiting for his father to take him to the video store and Catherine was waiting for 
the new neighbors to arrive. 

5. How does Jason use his book of pictures? 
He uses it to communicate.  He points to the picture of what he wants to say. 

6. What does Catherine bring to the therapists office for Jason that she had never brought before? 
Her guinea pig – Nutmeg 

7. What gift did Jason’s parents give him for his birthday? 
A motorized wheelchair 

8. What picture made Jason angry and why? 
The picture was for the word TOGETHER.  Catherine drew a picture of 2 people sitting together 
on a bench.  Jason wanted him to be shown in the wheelchair. 

9. Jason accuses Catherine of something at his party that causes her to leave crying.  What did he 
say? 
He accused her of being too embarrassed of him to go to the dance together. 

10. What is Catherine’s wish at the dance? 
That everyone had the same choices. 

11. How many times did David have to catch the ball before he could watch TV? 
10 times 

12. What did Mrs. Frost always read? 
She always read a magazine. 

13. What season is it at the beginning of the book? 
It is summer at the beginning of the book. 

14. How many guinea pigs does Catherine have? 
She has 2 guinea pigs. 

15. What color is David’s favorite umbrella? 
His favorite umbrella is red. 

16. Who is Kristi? 
She is the girl that moves in next door to Catherine’s family. 

17. Who was writing down David’s rules? 
Catherine was writing down David’s rules. 
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18. What is David’s favorite place? 
The video store is David’s favorite place. 

19. Where does Melissa spend her summer vacation? 
She spends her summer vacations in California. 

20. Where does Catherine like swimming? 
She likes swimming in the pond. 

21. How old is David? 
David is 8 years old. 

22. Who does Melissa spend vacation with? 
She spends it with her dad in California. 

23. What is Catherine’s favorite thing to draw? 
Her favorite thing to draw is hair. 

24. What instrument is Catherine looking for? 
She was looking for the guitar. 

25. What color is Jason’s hair? 
Jason’s hair is red. 

26. Where does Catherine keep David’s rules? 
She keeps his rules in her sketchbook. 

27. What was the rule when swimming? 
He should not take off his shorts.   

28. What was the rule at the dentist? 
He needs to keep his shoes on. 

29. What does Catherine give up at the end of the book? 
She gives up her rule about not dancing and brings Jason to the dance to meet Kristi.  She gives 
up her rules for David and trying to make him “normal”. 


